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but spent some time with Sir Walter Simpson either at
Nemours or at Moret where the Loing joins the Seine.
Their experience of the Oise had suggested the charms
of the life on board a barge, their imagination was
kindled, nothing would content them but to acquire
such a vessel for themselves, well found in all things
they could desire, picturesque and romantic as craft
had never yet been; and in this fashion they should
make a leisurely progress along the waterways of
Europe.

** There should be no white fresher, and no green
more emerald than ours, in all the navy of the canals.
There should be books in the cabin, and tobacco jars,
and some old Burgundy as red as a November sunset,
and as fragrant as a violet in April"

The Eleven Thousand Virgins of Cologne was "pro-
cured and christened," but on that cruise and under
that flag she never started. A financial difficulty arose,
and both barge and canoes alike had to be sold. So
Stevenson's or)ly other travelling this year was a trip
with his parents to Cornwall, when he went as far as
the Scilly Islands with his mother.

In 1878 he seems to have spent no more than a fort-
night in Scotland until December, although he was in
London four or five times. In April he stayed with his
parents at the inn at Burford Bridge, under Box Hill,
11 with its arbours and green garden and silent, eddying
river," ** known already as the place where Keats wrote
some of his Endymton, and Nelson parted from his
Emma/' and connected hereafter, it may be, with the
New Arabian Nights, and the friendship between
Stevenson and Mr, George Meredith, of which this the in the Mediterranean,
